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Somehow this room is like the centre of a

dcconscmcred ruby, designed to dramatically
project sound across, around, beh ind and above

the audience, demonstrating UN Stud io's notion

of all-encompassing space. " I wo rked on this
space more than any other in the build ing,"

says vall Berkel. " If you love music you want it
all around you."The effect certa inly works -

the clarity of a small rend ition by a local cho ir

was quite fantastic.
We move all to complete the tour of the

build ing p:.tSI the rwu further practice rooms and
on e of th ree spectacular open foyers - where the

vivid orange. steel and aluminium fa cade enters
the interior of the bar. We find our way into the
artists' lounge, where bamboo [abies loo k out

over the town. " I read something really crazy the

other day," says van Berkel . "Apparently, if you have a
foot massage twice a week you add two years to
your life - because from the foot you can reach
everything in the body!" H e is pleased

with {his fact but the n conside rs it a little
more. "You know, in architecture we haven't

d iscovered the foot yet. Maybe it's somewhe re
else. . . " Perhaps it's in the handrail? "Yes," he

" h " tmust's. per aps.
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come in and discuss how we programme.
It goes back and forth like rhis. Design comes
very late with us."

Van Berkel has tutored at universi ties in the

Far E.1St, the US and Europe. "W he n I teach
• I want them to learn the essence of what

architecture is. I want rhem £0 discover it."
He likes to make li nks TO product design and
fashion to show his stude n ts the pore rulalfor
radical design . "\Xfhen the il'od came out it was

such an alien - I really didn't know what it was.

h proved [0 me that still ill design you can be
brave and it made me bel ieve in the new."

Back :H the Agora, the blood-red heart of the

design is the 750-scat theatre itself - faceted
acoustic panels, each one a perforated plywood
plank in a subrly differen t roue of red , refl ect
and diffracr sound across the room . The seats

are designed so as not to deaden any no ise from
the stage and th e cedar boards of the stage itself
are large eno ugh to hold a Russian ba llet.
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