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KEEPING IT REAL«
While many big arc hitect llrms a re
pus hing the ir praclires further and
furth er into the digital re alm, UN
Stud ia's Ben Van Berkel an d Caroline
Bos save the ir most innovative ideas
for rea l buildings, working tnt....nsely
from the ground up to creat e complex
interwoven spaces that mark the
transit ion from diagram to building.
Thei r works Veer from exrrcme
modesty to ou tlandishly twisted, all
the while eschewing the high profile
rout e taken by their contemporaries.
UN SWdio, Benvan Ilerkel and
Caroline 8 0.< [Thames & Hudll>rl, £36)
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JUST THE TYPE ¥
A pattern boo k for fans of mod ernist type, A2Z is a oollection of contemporary
alph abe ts lind com mercia l art, desig n an d typogra phy, from the austere to
the elaborate. Julian Rothl'nst"'n founded the very visually minded Redst one
Press in 1986, a nd he has brou ght hishigh ly lTlIinct.leye to thismos tly un5e<'n
oollectiOR of works. Milling fou nd type, rang ing from shop fronrn and
anonymou s found ries 10 work by es lab lished mast ers of oollSmtcrivism and
abs lrad ion,like El Lissitzky and Kasimir Malevidt . the rich mix of art no uve au
and stri ct mcdeme m creates a head y vi.~ual cock lai l for the font fetishist.
A2Z ItmI Mort Signs, «Iiled by J uliaQRothe/lSlrin, rere by Mrl Gooding
(Thoma & Hudson, £/6.95)
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VISION OF BEAUTY~
The mod ernist arehilecls, artists and dtsigne rs of early
20th centllf}' Europe soughl abst ract pe rfect ion, and
photography was the pe rfect 100110 C8pl:ure the new visual

erperimenu . Czechoslovakia wasa major crucible for
innovalion in die inter-war yt'an, and this ea l>llo8"e of
SOllH' 150 images chronicles bot h lhe big names ofCzech
modernism - lIto05t llOIably the programme of desi~
arcllit«rure and rotporllle i<kmiry Dl'aled fIXthe gianl
Bala shoe company- and nulllCl'OUlI lesser·known pro;ecu.
Therkw \!Won For Tlte NewArdtireaurr: CuchoUO'o'akiIJ
J9l 8-J938, Jaros!OY Artdel(ScalD. £35)
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21ST CENTURY BOY *
Residential monog raphs have , in recen t~an;, beco me
increasingly homoge no us, usua lly featu ring acres of glass
and wood , pllncru a ll~d by a sman ering of midcentury
fum irull' staples. As w allpaper's hoo ks edi tor, Jonathan Bell
M OWS th is more than mos t, lind 2 1 ~r Celt/ul)' House is his
elegant rebuttal of thi s prevailing orthodoxy. The hou ses
here are from all over th e wor ld an d made of all kind s of
materials . and If sometimes their attractions are Je,s obvious
tha n we're used to, t hey arc almost always more inter esting.
21st Centllry HOll.!C, Jonathan Ilell ([.al/rmceKing, £19,95)
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